
6

Asm
.41 HL

He Made Misfortune Hold

the Ladder of Success
By BERENICE G SKIDELSKY

A thirtv-on- c year old Italian sculptor modeled the bust of Thomas
u which received so much attention the occasion oj the great ini

ventors birthday anniversary a te:e weeks ago.
This is the story behind that hust, the story of a stranger in a

strange laud who has known cold and hunger and loneliness hut ivho has
never forgotten his ideals.

It is a story of faithfulness of purpose and loyalty to ideals.
Necessity made this youth work at anything which would bring him

bread but he kept his eyes on his star.
s s his secret : to have an abiding faith in yourself and keep

qase fixed ! your ultimate jial.
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He was warned that Gemito was "crazy," that he was
"personally impossible,1 and other things u the same
order; but the artist in him responded too enthusiastic
call to the artist he discerned in the works of Gemito
for him to be deterred.

How to get at the eccentric sculptor, however, was
another matter. GemitOs unfriendliness t intruders
was notorious. Finall) the young Onorio hit upon a
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1)."I come from the tailor--- " faltered the
Gemito's gaze did not soften.

V ou arc an"No," he said at last, "you do not.
artist."
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tween the two which la-te- d until Ruotolo s departure
tor America. He was permitted to come every day, to
bring his sketches, to help the great sculptor at his
w.rk. Here it was. he declares, that he received the
really vital part of hi- - artistic education.

Meanwhile, in the early days of his Naples ex-
perience, his aunt's housewifely instincts had rebelled at
the way in which he cluttered up the place with his

lay, paints, drawing materials, and other paraphernalia;
and she had voiced her protests. So the little fellow
marched forth, and found himself a room elsewhere.
It was a poor room, m a poor house; but it was his
very own, and it meant liberty of action, which he felt
rather than knew to be essential to his progress.

His tather's allowance, sufficient for bare neces-
sities, did not provide for sundry other expenses
models, for example, and enough of the materials

needed in his work. To eke out
his income, therefore, the little
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elusively on what he could earn as a cj
Italian newspaper. Five cartoons a

each meant ten dollars a week, 1

weeks, though, when he could not sell
Ibis precarious living was pretty

then somebody came along and offered
terra cotta factory. Here, working in
trom 7 o a. m. until evening, and then
the January cold, he took sicli and wa-
it up.

After numerous vicissitudes, he foui
ten dollar- - between bun and starvation.
be done? An inspiration came he woi
in an Italian newspaper, to the effect
would make a portrait in one sitting
at the horn, of the sitter. The decisi
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i How made postcards in water
color, tor which a neighboring
art store paid him from four t

eight cents each.
When he was about eighteen,

a contest was announced, the
subject bciny, a Statue of the wife
ot Garibaldi. Ruotolo entered the
ranks. But no award was made,
because th whole affair became
embroiled m .some political bieker-hi- k

that destr. ed it.
Disgusted with this mixture of

art and politics, young Ruotolo
determined to come t America,
the land of liberty. He had
always liked America, anyway.

I he comparatively young nation
across the seas tired his imagina
tion ave him a sense of the
gigantic, of the titanic, which was
the aspect of life that best har-
monized with his temperament.

An early disillusion came from
the way in which other artists
received him. He had expected
to be met in a spirit of eaniara
derie, a a member of the great
fraternity of art; and he thought
it would be an eas) matter to take
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Ruotolo, rht- kculptor, f Nfw York City.
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heart sank. Vet manfully he took the tests; and tor
m long day- - he labored at the ta-- k that were set him.

Four awards were mad.. He was one of the
recipients! It was too aood to be true. He went
around with his little head m the clouds, and a feeling
that he was a giant who had conquered the world.

Hi- - work began. Aftef a month in the first class,
he was promoted to the second; and there, although the
youngest member, he was the w inner in a rize contest.
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With the little money saved, he allowed himself the


